
 

2018 Gubernatorial Election Outcomes Analysis 
Of the 36 gubernatorial elections held on November 6, 2018, 28 winning candidates have 
publicly commented on the importance of ECE and/or supported policies that benefit ECE 
programs. The following resource provides a snapshot of those individuals, as well as an in-
depth early education profile for each official. The profiles include relevant policy initiatives, 
campaign pledges, and public comments each official has made regarding critical early 
learning and care issues. 

State Governor Publicly Commented On 
The Importance Of ECE 

Supported Policies That 
Benefit ECE Programs 

Alabama Kay Ivey (R)* 
  

Alaska Mark Begich 
(D)**   

Arkansas Asa Hutchinson 
(R)*   

California Gavin Newsom 
(D)   

Colorado Jared Polis (D) 
  

Connecticut Ned Lamont (D) 
  

Georgia Stacey Abrams 
(D)**   

Georgia Brian Kemp 
(R)**   

Hawaii David Ige (D)* 
  

Idaho Brad Little (R) 
  

Illinois J.B. Pritzker (D) 
  

Iowa Kim Reynolds 
(R)*  

 



 

State Governor Publicly Commented On 
The Importance Of ECE 

Supported Policies That 
Benefit ECE Programs 

Kansas Laura Kelly (D) 
  

Maine Janet Mills (D) 
  

Maryland Larry Hogan (R)* 
  

Massachusetts Charlie Baker 
(R)*   

Michigan Gretchen 
Whitmer (D)   

Minnesota Tim Walz (D) 
  

New Hampshire Chris Sununu 
(R)*   

New Mexico Michelle Lujan 
Grisham (D)   

New York Andrew Cuomo 
(D)*   

Ohio Mike DeWine (R) 
  

Oklahoma Kevin Stitt (R) 
 

 

Oregon Kate Brown (D)* 
  

Pennsylvania Tom Wolf (D)* 
  

Rhode Island Gina Raimondo 
(D)*   

South Carolina Henry McMaster 
(R)*  

 



 

State Governor Publicly Commented On 
The Importance Of ECE 

Supported Policies That 
Benefit ECE Programs 

South Dakota Kristi Noem (R)  
 

Texas Greg Abbott (R)* 
  

Vermont Phil Scott (R)* 
  

Wisconsin Tony Evers (D) 
  

 

* Denotes incumbent governor. 

** Election result still outstanding. 

  



 

Alabama Governor Kay Ivey (R)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Established a "Strong Start, Strong Finish" education 
initiative, which features early childhood education as 
one of three core priorities. (Source) 

• Believes education, including early education, "is the key to helping 
families, creating a stronger economy, and making Alabama the talk of the 
nation—in a good way." (Source) 

• Announced an expansion of the state's First Class Pre-K program in April 
2018 in conjunction with the Alabama Department of Early Childhood 
Education announced. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "Having a strong start to one's educational journey is critical to having a 
strong finish when it comes time to enter the workforce." (Source) 

• "Early childhood education is the cornerstone of a child's healthy 
development." (Source) 

• "We know that investing in quality early learning impacts a child's future 
far beyond the classroom. Alabama remains committed to ensuring the 
highest quality early learning experiences for our children, so that every 
child has access to the opportunities that prepare them for success in 
life." (Source) 

• "For the 11th year in a row, our First-Class Pre-K program was recognized 
for being the highest-quality Pre-K in the nation. In fact, Harvard University 
is currently developing a full-length documentary on Alabama's Pre-K 
program to share across the country with those interested in following our 
lead. Our First-Class Pre-K is certainly a bright spot for Alabama." (Source) 

• "I'm thrilled to announce the W.K. Kellogg Foundation has awarded the 
Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education a $1.5 million grant that 
will go a long way in helping us to expand our Pre-3 program. Ensuring that 
our children receive a high-quality, early childhood education is a key 
component to my 'Strong Start, Strong Finish' initiative." (Source) 

https://governor.alabama.gov/priorities/education/
https://governor.alabama.gov/priorities/education/
https://governor.alabama.gov/press-releases/107-new-first-class-pre-k-classrooms-to-be-added-in-2018-2019-school-year/
https://governor.alabama.gov/press-releases/107-new-first-class-pre-k-classrooms-to-be-added-in-2018-2019-school-year/
https://twitter.com/GovernorKayIvey/status/1022862401341939712
https://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2018/07/alabamas_pre-k_program_feature.html
https://www.al.com/news/index.ssf/2018/01/the_full_text_of_gov_kay_iveys.html
https://governor.alabama.gov/press-releases/governor-ivey-announces-1-5-million-grant-to-help-expand-state-pre-k-through-third-grade-program-to-more-schools/


 

• "Alabama needs a comprehensive approach of collaboration that improves 
education from Pre-K to the workforce. That's the goal of Strong Start, 
Strong Finish. Every child deserves a strong start to their educational 
experience. Developmentally-appropriate policies will strengthen and 
support education from pre-K through the third grade. This impacts a 
child's social, emotional, and cognitive development." (Source) 

• "The most important part of a child's learning journey is a solid educational 
foundation. Providing a high-quality education for all Alabamians, at every 
stage of life, is my goal. For the 12th consecutive year, Alabama is a 
national leader in this arena. I am proud of the work of our Pre-K programs 
and I am thankful for the dedication of Secretary Ross in leading this 
program." (Source) 

• "A strong start in the early years of a child's education ensures a strong 
finish in their later educational endeavors. Whether a student will find 
success in school and the workforce is traditionally evidenced in their 
performance by third grade. If we haven't given our students a strong 
learning foothold by the third grade, they will be fighting an uphill battle 
for the rest of their educational careers; this program addresses that truth 
head-on." (Source) 

  

https://classic.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/2018/Education/Meetings/GEPA%202017%20PPTs/Hot%20Topics%20Session_Slides.pdf
https://www.alabamanews.net/2018/04/19/alabamas-first-class-pre-k-named-nations-highest-quality-program-12th-year-row/
http://www.southeastsun.com/school/article_83401fec-6735-11e7-9d9e-173660d1274b.html


 

[ELECTION RESULT STILL OUTSTANDING] 

Alaska Governor Mark Begich (D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Advocates for increased education funding, including a 
comprehensive education platform that emphasizes 
the first five years of learning. His platform, as described on his campaign 
website, includes universal Pre-K: 

– "Prioritize Universal Pre-K: 90 percent of brain development happens 
by age five, which means birth to age five are the most important 
years to invest in a child's development. For every $1 we invest in 
high quality early childhood education, the state gets back $7 in 
reduced public services, increased economic activity, and spending 
less on incarceration. Is it worth making that investment? I think so. 
We have a great early education program, one that shows real, 
sustained results, but it's available to too few Alaskans. Access to 
high quality, affordable early childhood education is essential to 
raising the next generation of great Alaskans. Business leaders know 
that great employees come from kids that have access to quality 
education. Our current Department of Corrections budget is over 
$300 million a year. For a tenth of that, we could provide access to 
high quality early childhood education for every community. That's 
why I am a strong supporter of universal pre-K without diminishing 
the current needs of K-12 education." (Source) 

• Co-sponsored the Ready to Learn Act as a U.S. Senator in 2013. The bill 
focused on preparing children for kindergarten by providing funding for 
states through a competitive process to establish and administer voluntary 
preschool programs. This legislation would also support governors who 
want to build on pre-existing early childhood systems including schools, 
child care entities, Head Start programs, or other community providers of 
pre-kindergarten programs. (Source) 

• Co-sponsored the Providing Resources Early for Kids Act of 2013, or PRE-K 
Act, as a U.S. Senator. (Source) 

https://www.markbegich.com/priorities/education-from-pre-k-to-promising-careers/
https://votesmart.org/public-statement/764604/murray-franken-begich-hirono-introduce-bill-to-support-early-childhood-education#.W8oy13tKhEY
http://nieer.org/2013/03/22/pre-k-goes-to-washington


 

• Introduced multiple bills in his capacity as U.S. Senator to strengthen ECE, 
and was praised by Child Care Aware and an Alaskan early childhood 
advocacy group for his work. (Source) 

• Led efforts to improve the education system, provide mental health 
services and increase resources for rural education and health care in his 
capacity as U.S. Senator; he gained critical support for key Alaska 
programs as the Senate Appropriations Committee passed a major funding 
bill. (Source) 

• Leveraged his seat on the powerful committee to support early childhood 
education programs for Alaska families, including programs to support 
states' efforts to expand or create high-quality preschool systems for 
four-year-olds from low to moderate income families and Head Start. 
(Source) 

• In 2010, Sen. Begich co-sponsored S.3658 - a bill to provide professional 
development for elementary school principals in early childhood education 
and development. (Source) 

• Co-sponsored the Child Care and Resources Education Act of 2013 (Child 
CARE Act), which would support a national toll-free referral line and 
website for parents to get information on high-quality child care in their 
local communities. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "As a father, the importance of early education is a personal 
issue…Ensuring our children are poised to thrive is critical to our success 
as a nation." (Source) 

• "Parents should have access to affordable, high-quality care and learning 
services, early childhood educators should have livable wages and benefits, 
and businesses will be more productive when children of the employees 
are well-taken care of." (Source)  

https://threadalaska.org/index.cfm/News/thread-News/167
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaska-Business-Monthly/July-2013/Begich-Champions-Education-Programs-Mental-Health-Aid/index.php?
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaska-Business-Monthly/July-2013/Begich-Champions-Education-Programs-Mental-Health-Aid/index.php?
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/3658?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22alan+grayson%22%5D%7D
https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2013/2/education-murray-franken-begich-hirono-introduce-bill-to-support-early-childhood-education
https://votesmart.org/public-statement/764604/murray-franken-begich-hirono-introduce-bill-to-support-early-childhood-education#.W8oy13tKhEY
http://threadalaska.org/index.cfm/News/thread-News/164


 

Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson (R)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported a policy that benefits ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Accepted $26 million in federal funds to expand 
Arkansas' child care assistance program, enabling the state's Department 
of Human Services to assist up to 3,800 additional children from low-
income families. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "Success in life depends to a large degree on the quality of education early 
in life." (Source) 

• "Early childhood education is a building block for success in life." (Source) 

• "Experts in academic success generally agree that access to high-quality 
learning programs for preschool children greatly improves the potential for 
success in high school and beyond." (Source) 

Relevant Information 

• Gov. Hutchinson is the current chair of the National Governors 
Association's Education And Workforce Committee, which works on early 
childhood, K-12, and post-secondary education issues. (Source) 

  

https://governor.arkansas.gov/news-media/press-releases/gov-hutchinson-announces-26-million-in-new-federal-funds-to-expand-child-c
https://governor.arkansas.gov/news-media/press-releases/gov-hutchinson-announces-26-million-in-new-federal-funds-to-expand-child-c
https://www.apnews.com/d2a328d485eb4e8192afb7f04fa2b89a
https://governor.arkansas.gov/news-media/weekly-address/helping-children-get-a-head-start-in-life
https://www.nga.org/advocacy/nga-committees/edw/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

California Governor Gavin Newsom 
(D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Campaigned on a "California Promise" / "Cradle to 
Career" platform, which commits to extensive investments in ECE. (Source) 

• Advocates for universal Pre-K, as well as access to high-quality preschool 
or transitional kindergarten for all families who want it. (Source) 

• Governor-elect Newsom also seeks to develop a universal Pre-K system 
that is integrated with K-12 schools and universities. (Source) 

• Emphasizes the importance of prenatal care and developmental 
screenings. (Source) 

• Argues affordable, high-quality childcare pays off for that child's growth 
and California's economic growth. (Source)  

• Implemented a "Preschool for All" program as mayor of San Francisco, 
funded by a voter-approved tax. (Source) 

• Named ending child poverty his governing "north star." (Source) 

Quotes 

• "As governor, I'm calling for the "California Promise," a new way of thinking 
about education as a lifelong pursuit. Our role begins when babies are still 
in the womb and it doesn't end until we've done all we can to prepare 
them for a quality job and successful career. I will realize this vision by 
expanding prenatal care, expanding affordable, high-quality child care, 
adopting universal pre-K, launching college savings accounts for every 
incoming kindergartener across the state, investing in K-12 community 
schools, increasing incentives to attract and retain high-quality teachers, 
launching a new higher education coordinating council to set bold 
statewide goals and holding institutions accountable to them, guaranteeing 
two years of free community college tuition and connecting our early 
childhood, K-12 and higher education data systems to improve student 
outcomes. Each of these initiatives represents my commitment to 
reinvesting in our cradle-to-career public education system." (Source) 

https://edsource.org/2018/from-cradle-to-career-newsoms-vision-for-education-reform-in-california/598614
https://medium.com/@GavinNewsom/education-is-a-lifelong-pursuit-lets-promise-to-treat-it-like-one-e8ec2903368e
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/A-champion-for-universal-preschool-in-California-12998991.php
https://medium.com/@GavinNewsom/education-is-a-lifelong-pursuit-lets-promise-to-treat-it-like-one-e8ec2903368e
https://medium.com/@GavinNewsom/education-is-a-lifelong-pursuit-lets-promise-to-treat-it-like-one-e8ec2903368e
https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/article/A-champion-for-universal-preschool-in-California-12998991.php
https://www.mercurynews.com/2017/09/21/prioritize-children-campaign-insists-to-newsom-others-in-governors-race/
https://edsource.org/2018/from-cradle-to-career-newsoms-vision-for-education-reform-in-california/598614


 

• "As mayor of San Francisco, we implemented Preschool for All, and as 
governor, I'm committed to universal preschool, equipping all of California's 
children with the tools to succeed when they start kindergarten." (Source) 

• "While I'm a firm believer in universal preschool, I believe that beginning 
learning at 3 years old is already too late. We need to double-down on the 
readiness gap by emphasizing prenatal care and the first three years of a 
child's life when nearly 85 percent of brain development occurs." (Source) 

• "Early Childhood Education is cornerstone of a happy/successful society. 
US enrolls just 50 percent of its 3-year-olds in ECE – unacceptable." 
(Source) 

 

  

https://edsource.org/2018/from-cradle-to-career-newsoms-vision-for-education-reform-in-california/598614
https://edsource.org/2018/from-cradle-to-career-newsoms-vision-for-education-reform-in-california/598614
https://twitter.com/GavinNewsom/status/654113849931493376


 

Colorado Governor Jared Polis (D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Introduced the Child Care for Working Families Act in 
2017 in his capacity as congressman. The law seeks to 
establish a nationwide plan to ensure all families can 
access affordable, high-quality preschool and child care. The Act would: 

– Create a federal-state partnership to ensure families making under 
150 percent of their state's median income do not pay more than 
seven percent of their income on child care.  

– Support access to high-quality preschool programs for low- and 
moderate-income 3- and 4-year olds.  

– Increase wages and training for teachers and caregivers. (Source) 

• Committed to free preschool and full-day kindergarten for all Coloradans 
on the campaign trail. He pledged to do so by creating a bipartisan group 
which will craft ballot language seeking voter approval to increase taxes to 
pay for the program. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "The biggest impact that we can make for kids is early childhood 
education." (Source) 

• "Education, from early childhood through college, is the single best 
investment we can make in our future. Sadly, many parents are priced-out 
of high-quality preschool and child care. No child should be denied a good 
start just because of their family's economic circumstances, and no parent 
should have to be faced with the burden of not being able to afford the 
very best for their kids. The Child Care for Working Families Act will finally 
give families access to high-quality child care and preschool." (Source) 

• "We must provide free full-day preschool and kindergarten for our children 
and our economy to truly thrive. I believe that we can provide universal 
preschool for every family much in the same way that the state already 
does for thousands of low-income students. This is good for parents, too. 
By allowing them the confidence of free preschool for their child, we can 
allow parents who choose to do so the opportunity to go back to work to 

https://polis.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398442
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2017/06/13/polis-preschool-kindergarten-ballot/
https://www.the74million.org/article/u-s-rep-jared-polis-launches-ed-platform-in-crowded-colo-governor-race/
https://polis.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398442


 

support their family. And I agree with the bipartisan members of the 
General Assembly who have grappled with funding full-day kindergarten. I 
believe through a wise use of existing funds, social impact bonds/public-
private partnerships, gradual implementation, and going to the ballot box 
to fill in any funding gaps, we will get full-day kindergarten for every 
Colorado kid accomplished within two years of my election." (Source) 

• "Education, from early childhood through college, is the single best 
investment we can make in our future – and every child deserves a top-
notch teacher. That's why I introduced the Child Care for Working Families 
Act, which would finally give families access to high-quality child care and 
preschool, while also investing in the nation's child care workforce by 
significantly improving wages and training for teachers and caregivers." 
(Source) 

• Governor-elect Polis pledges to "work out how to partner with 
philanthropy to create more early childhood education for all income 
levels." (Source) 

Relevant Information 

• Governor-elect Polis served on the House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. He was also the top Democrat on the Early Childhood, 
Elementary, and Secondary Education Subcommittee and a member of the 
Higher Education and Workforce Development Subcommittee. (Source) 

• Governor-elect Polis believes quality early childhood education is critical 
for children's cognitive and emotional development, educational 
achievement, and preventing negative outcomes such as criminal and 
unhealthy behavior, lower productivity and earnings, and remedial services. 
His website states, "Despite the large and ever-expanding body of research 
confirming the multiple benefits of quality early childhood education, 
federal policy and budget undervalues it." (Source) 

• Governor-elect Polis is the former chair of the Colorado State Board of 
Education. He founded and is the former superintendent of The New 
America School, a network of charter schools in several states serving new 
immigrants and English-language learners, as well as the Academy for 
Urban Learning for homeless and at-risk youth. (Source) 

  

https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2018/07/11/chalkbeat-colorado-2018-election-where-jared-polis-and-walker-stapleton-stand-on-education/
https://www.facebook.com/jaredpolis/posts/10156492952602530?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAuKj-BMOaYmQrMLsOmEE7mvLOg4sld4GMxS20wbo2DjMEMiboyCBMidNMtRQLgfmdOSw45ktIvVfjuImTZNTJLJwZ3gQknF-PXbjdyxhf_HOlDClxcM8xfoJEHhoE9PcasJAU9sYv5Tsd9qbQ2-kqoPivVXVtSr7sSUyRPG1JLaszbKYRWHYsqLCkDls1VoG-tq-GrgaVM6qrZuzmo21KdqVq32A&__tn__=-R
https://chalkbeat.org/posts/co/2018/09/18/three-things-we-heard-at-a-gubernatorial-candidates-forum-on-early-childhood/
https://polis.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398442
https://polis.house.gov/issues/issue/?IssueID=4642
https://polis.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398442


 

Connecticut Governor Ned 
Lamont (D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Supports significant education investment and reform 
to expand access to child care and early childhood education. (Source) 

• Committed to prioritize fully funding the Care4Kids program, which helps 
low- to moderate-income families pay for child care. (Source) 

• Pledged to prioritize expanding nurse-family partnerships, child care, and 
early education programs. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "Early childhood may be considered the most important years of a child's 
life and we sort of value the early childhood teachers as if they're 
babysitters or something and they are underrated thus." (Source) 

• "Studies show that investing in early education is a good investment for 
the economic future of Connecticut. At All Our Kin, a non-profit supporter 
of sustainable family child care programs, I learned that every dollar they 
spent returned $15 or more to the regional economy. Given this fact, and 
increasingly strong research on brain development, we can no longer afford 
to view child care as a convenience, but an educational and economic 
necessity, especially for low-income families. In [addition] to the 
developmental and educational benefits for children and increased income 
for child care providers, having quality and consistent child care means 
parents can reenter the workforce or better retain their jobs." (Source) 

Relevant Information 

• Governor-elect Lamont's website says, "Nobel Prize-winning social science 
research has shown that each dollar invested in early childhood education 
results in $15 of future benefits." (Source) 

  

http://www.hartfordbusiness.com/article/20180813/NEWS01/180819983/ct-primary-to-narrow-crowded-gubernatorial-candidates-field
https://www.nedlamont.com/issues/education/child-care-early-education
https://www.nedlamont.com/issues/education/child-care-early-education
https://www.wfsb.com/news/griebel-lamont-discuss-early-childhood-education-at-gubernatorial-forum/article_32c70c28-c77f-11e8-a205-43442d58d1fe.html
https://www.nedlamont.com/issues/education/child-care-early-education
https://www.nedlamont.com/issues/education/child-care-early-education


 

[ELECTION RESULT STILL OUTSTANDING] 

Georgia Governor Brian Kemp (R)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Committed to supporting "policies and incentives that 
are now in place to dramatically grow the number of 
quality-rated childcare centers in Georgia. To support 
[former Georgia Governor Nathan] Deal's goal to have all childcare centers 
rated by 2020, we will continue the incentive program that provides 
increased Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) funding for qualified 
facilities." (Source) 

• Advocates for parental choice in early childhood education, as well as 
support for licensed childcare providers. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "As the father of three teenage girls and husband to a former pre-K 
teacher, I know the value of early learning and the impact it has on a 
child's trajectory… To enhance educational outcomes in Georgia, we must 
invest in programs that improve childhood literacy rates and prepare 
students for a lifetime of learning." (Source) 

• "We will protect funding for early childhood education and give local 
schools the resources they need to keep our classrooms safe." (Source) 

• "I will allow parents to decide what's best for their children and will 
protect funding for Pre-K and childcare facilities – public and private - that 
are quality rated." (Source) 

  

https://www.kempforgovernor.com/posts/news/brian-kemp-i-will-increase-literacy-and-improve-teaching-conditions
https://georgiachildcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Kemp-Early-Ed_2018.pdf
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmhassan%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C9MMYMV3G%5C%22As%20the%20father%20of%20three%20teenage%20girls%20and%20husband%20to%20a%20former%20pre-K%20teacher,%20I%20know%20the%20value%20of%20early%20learning%20and%20the%20impact%20it%20has%20on%20a%20child's%20trajectory%E2%80%A6%20To%20enhance%20educational%20outcomes%20in%20Georgia,%20we%20must%20invest%20in%20programs%20that%20improve%20childhood%20literacy%20rates%20and%20prepare%20students%20for%20a%20lifetime%20of%20learning.
https://www.myajc.com/news/opinion/opinion-brian-kemp-vision-roadmap-for-georgia/0U7aEhKWlARFGnGnA4dmCN/


 

[ELECTION RESULT STILL OUTSTANDING] 

Georgia Governor Stacey Abrams 
(D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Introduced the Bold Action For A Brighter Future Plan, 
which states, "As Governor, I will extend access to high-quality child care 
programs, ensure affordable options for children ages 0-3, increase access 
to pre-K, improve the livelihoods of teachers and expand statewide access 
to afterschool programs." (Source) 

• Proposed a $300 million investment to expand early childhood education 
as part of her gubernatorial platform. (Source) 

• Proposed a scholarship program for early childhood education in 2017 in 
her capacity as a member of the Georgia House of Representatives. The 
centerpiece of her pitch is a Bold Start Scholarship Program that would be 
available to families who trigger an "affordability standard" by spending as 
much as 7 percent to 10 percent of their income on child care. Families 
could use the scholarships, estimated to cost about $300 million a year, 
for home-based care, child care centers or preschool. (Source) 

• Pledged to expand the supply of child care options by partnering with 
community development agencies and offering new grants for early child 
care providers who work with children with disabilities, rural communities 
and kids whose parents are shift workers. A separate tax credit would 
offer up to $1,000 for child care workers who seek more professional 
development at a cost of about $50 million a year. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "To foster school readiness for Georgia's children, we must increase our 
supply of quality, affordable childcare and protect our pre-K program. I will 
continue to be a staunch advocate and protector of both private and 
public early childhood education in Georgia. When universal pre-K was on 
the chopping block, I fought side-by-side with early education leaders to 

https://staceyabrams.com/childcareplan/
https://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional-education/abrams-has-expansive-and-expensive-education-plan/imsIgeP9uROKzn9Btowe3K/
https://politics.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/abrams-proposes-bold-scholarship-boost-early-child-care-georgia/ZMfbJfJYcRMRkSB3PEK1lJ/
https://politics.myajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/abrams-proposes-bold-scholarship-boost-early-child-care-georgia/ZMfbJfJYcRMRkSB3PEK1lJ/


 

ensure that our 4-year-olds could get the strongest start possible." 
(Source) 

• "Georgia's fundamental responsibility is to guarantee access to public 
education for our children—from cradle to career." (Source) 

• "Regardless of the family, taking care of our children from cradle to career 
stands as a clear and foundational goal. Quality child care and early 
learning are critical to fostering school readiness, graduation rates, reading 
proficiency and college-going rates." (Source) 

• "Employees who have peace of mind about child care arrangements are 
more stable and productive workers, which in turn makes our state more 
competitive when attracting business. Workers also benefit by staying 
employed longer and earning more income." (Source) 

• "Quality educational care grows resilient children, provides stability for 
employers whose employees know their children are in good hands, and 
invests in the future workforce, beginning in early childhood. As governor, I 
will be committed to educating bold and ambitious children who believe 
their future is limitless, regardless of who they are or where they live." 
(Source) 

 

  

https://www.myajc.com/blog/get-schooled/stacey-abrams-want-georgia-public-education-governor/mQQaRExCMqYJyjs1MQ569M/
https://www.myajc.com/blog/get-schooled/stacey-abrams-want-georgia-public-education-governor/mQQaRExCMqYJyjs1MQ569M/
https://staceyabrams.com/childcareplan/
https://staceyabrams.com/childcareplan/
https://staceyabrams.com/media/atlanta-daily-world-stacey-abrams-latest-policy-release-bold-actions-affordable-childcare-early-learning/


 

Hawaii Governor David Ige (D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• While Ige served in the Hawaii state legislature, voters 
defeated a constitutional amendment called "Hawaii 
State Funding for Private Early Childhood Education 
Programs," which would have allowed the state to spend public funds on 
private early childhood education programs. Gov. Ige was in favor of 
including the issue on the ballot, but was personally against the measure 
because he preferred tax dollars be used to improve public ECE programs. 

Quotes 

• "I support early childhood education but I am opposed to the proposed 
constitutional amendment to allow public funds to be spent in private 
preschools. We should first successfully implement early education 
programs in our public schools before considering spreading our limited 
tax dollars to private preschools. The amendment asks voters to approve a 
preschool program with no details on how much it will cost and how the 
program will work." (Source) 

• "There are families out there that continue to struggle despite the overall 
state of our economy. I know there are those who are concerned about 
health care, child care and rent payments. That's why we need to press on 
with the progress we've made over the last two years: Transforming our 
schools; re-shaping our economy; addressing homelessness and building 
more affordable homes; and making government more efficient so that it 
can continue to work for the people. All of these goals are inextricably 
linked to each other. To transform our economy, we need to transform our 
schools, so our children can provide the brain power and fill the jobs 
required in a knowledge-based industry." (Source) 

  

http://www.hawaiireporter.com/ige-says-education-top-priority-if-elected-governor/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/main/2017-state-of-the-state-address/


 

Idaho Governor Brad Little (R)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Pledges to increase funding for kindergarten and early 
childhood reading programs and, in districts that want 
it, for pre-kindergarten programs. He said the state 
would fund it with increased revenue from economic growth, and without 
raising taxes. (Source) 

• Believes that in order to have all of Idaho's third-graders reading at grade 
level, the state has to look at early education, including pre-K, all-day 
kindergarten, increased parental involvement, and reduced class sizes. 
Little has proposed a line item in the state budget that gives school 
districts a block of money to address early education, as they see fit. 
(Source) 

Quotes 

• Little on early childhood education: "The future — both of our quality of 
life and our economic success — is dependent on this issue." (Source) 

• Little on early childhood education: "The longer goals of graduation rates, 
go-on rates, and, most importantly, lifetime outcomes all hinged to this 
issue." (Source) 

• "I believe the best solutions to educating our children come from the 
individual communities that each child is raised in, giving those teachers, 
parents and students local control. This is especially important as we 
consider early childhood education and ways to improve reading 
proficiency for our students at the end of the third grade. If the Legislature 
does choose to pursue early childhood education options, I strongly believe 
it should be up to local school districts and parents to decide the form it 
takes in their communities and schools." (Source) 

• In a push to pass legislation to advance the state's goal of 60 percent of 
people 25 to 34-years-old going on to earn a college education or a 
certificate, Little said, "we can't do it without talking about early learning." 
(Source) 

https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/the-debate-between-brad-little-and-paulette-jordan/article_70af3d47-c437-5dbc-a474-2479f10f4b86.html
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/little-obligation-explain-important-education-today/
https://www.idahoednews.org/news/little-obligation-explain-important-education-today/
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/local/capitol-watch/advocates-stand-up-for-benefits-of-early-education-in-committee-hearing/412944831
https://www.idahoednews.org/voices/reader-view-candidates-governor-differ-pre-k/
https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article59625521.html


 

• "The evidence is compelling...It's a no-brainer that with a robust pre-K 
program, we're going to have more kids prepared for kindergarten, and that 
reading proficiency at the end of 3rd grade is going to go up...Lifetime 
outcomes all hinge to this issue." (Source) 

  

http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2017/feb/22/pre-k-hearing-evidence-compelling/


 

Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker (D)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Advocates for free full-day kindergarten in public 
schools across Illinois. (Source) 

• Presented an early childhood plan that would pave a path to universal 3- 
and 4-year-old preschool. (Source) 

• Funds early childhood education efforts nationally and in Illinois, backing 
the Early Childhood Innovation Accelerator as well as Ounce of Prevention 
and the First Five Years Fund. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "[Full-day kindergarten] should be provided free...It's almost embarrassing 
for the state that we don't recognize kindergarten as a grade that should 
be funded in public education. Kindergarten is vitally important, and so is 
preschool." (Source) 

• "We have all the science. [Early childhood education is] not just a 'nice' to 
have; it's a 'need' to have." (Source) 

• "Over the course of a kid's education, they are way more likely to graduate 
from high school, way more likely to graduate from college, to get a job, 
and less likely to get incarcerated when they get quality preschool and 
child care. Let's not cut off our nose to spite our face." (Source) 

  

https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20181020/pritzker-rauner-split-on-free-full-day-kindergarten-and-so-are-suburban-schools
https://codcourier.org/9905/news/the-one-education-issue-rauner-and-pritzker-agree-on/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/chicago/2018/09/24/bruce-rauner-and-j-b-pritzker-on-education/
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20181020/pritzker-rauner-split-on-free-full-day-kindergarten-and-so-are-suburban-schools
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20181020/pritzker-rauner-split-on-free-full-day-kindergarten-and-so-are-suburban-schools
https://codcourier.org/9905/news/the-one-education-issue-rauner-and-pritzker-agree-on/


 

Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds (R)  
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE. 

Policy Positions 

• Advocates for policies to expand Iowa's early literacy 
initiative and efforts to help teachers improve their 
reading instruction quality. (Source) 

• Praised President Trump's plan to make child care expenses tax deductible 
for families earning less than $500,000 and establish tax-free accounts for 
child care and child enrichment activities. Another provision would 
guarantee six weeks of paid maternity leave by extending unemployment 
insurance benefits to working mothers whose employers do not offer that 
benefit. Reynolds said child care is the greatest cost holding back working 
families. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "I know how tough it is to make ends meet, while also raising a family. My 
husband and I lived it for many years of our life. That's why I support 
programs that help Iowa's parents who need childcare assistance, receive 
it. In SFY17, the state invested an additional $8 million in state funds for 
child care and in the 2018 HHS appropriations bill includes an additional $5 
million to increase the reimbursement rate for child care providers." 
(Source) 

• "I'm proud that Iowa schools are seeing steady progress in their efforts to 
catch and address reading problems in children as early as kindergarten," 
Reynolds said. "Reading proficiently changes lives. It determines whether 
students will graduate from high school truly ready for college or career-
training, which we hope leads to a great job right here in the state of 
Iowa." (Source) 

• "You know, when we talk about helping communities grow and thrive, this 
is a key component. A lot of times it comes down to jobs and housing, but 
really fundamental things like a daycare and preschool." (Source) 

  

https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/05/iowa-education-elementary-school-teaching-learning-reading-schools-kim-reynolds-testing/1202449002/
https://qctimes.com/news/state-and-regional/iowa/iowa-gop-women-back-trump-and-his-child-care-plan/article_e89c66f2-e475-5c53-931d-eb68c4f75ef1.html
https://childrenspolicycoalition.org/2018/08/06/iowa-gubernatorial-candidates-on-early-education-and-child-care/
https://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/iowa-elementary-school-students-making-progress-in-literacy-governor-says
https://whotv.com/2018/03/23/bobcat-academy-serves-marshalltown-with-public-private-partnership/


 

Kansas Governor Laura Kelly (D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Pushed for the creation and funding of the Early 
Childhood Block Grants in 2009 to ensure that more 
children enter kindergarten ready to learn. (Source) 

• Demanded additional funding be added to the budget in 2018 to support 
early childhood programs across the state. (Source) 

• Calls herself "the education governor." She made schools a leading 
campaign issue, including "a 20-paragraph platform supporting early 
childhood education, increased funding for schools, vocational training, 
higher education, and student mental health. She has served in the state 
Senate since 2005 and been endorsed by the state's teachers union and 
former Republican governor Bill Graves and former Republican U.S. Senator 
from Kansas Nancy Kassebaum." (Source) 

Quotes 

• "During my time in the state Senate, I've worked to make sure every 
Kansas child has the support they need to succeed. That means access to 
good public schools, but it also means strong early childhood programs, an 
accountable child welfare system to protect kids, and affordable, safe 
child care." (Source) 

• "My proudest accomplishment was securing critical support for early 
childhood education programs. In 2009, I pushed for the creation and 
funding of early childhood block grants to ensure that more kids enter 
kindergarten ready to learn. It's really not rocket science: Put kids on the 
right path at an early age — and keep them there. It's how they succeed; 
it's how their families succeed and it's how Kansas succeeds." (Source) 

• "I want to restore funding to our public schools and make them the best in 
the nation again, I want to really focus on early childhood education, we 
need to restore our roads and we need to build our broadband network if 
we're ever going to attract businesses in the state." (Source) 

https://www.laurakellyforkansas.com/issues/kansas-schools/
https://www.laurakellyforkansas.com/issues/kansas-schools/
https://www.the74million.org/article/election-preview-kansas-governor-supreme-court-education-funding-two-candidates-different-idea/
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/readers-opinion/guest-commentary/article215178975.html
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/readers-opinion/guest-commentary/article215178975.html
https://www.ksnt.com/news/local-news/kelly-and-kobach-shift-focus-toward-november/1374602733


 

• "Instead of focusing on doing the minimum, we will plan and innovate. We 
will expand pre-K programs, fully fund our K-12 schools and add a cost of 
living index to keep us out of court." (Source) 

Relevant Information 

• Received the 2018 Distinguished Service to Children Award and the Friend 
of Education Award. (Source) 

• Was appointed by the governor to serve on the Kansas Children's Cabinet. 
(Source) 

  

http://www.hdnews.net/news/20180816/orman-makes-pitch-for-job-growth-kelly-vows-to-nurture-investment-in-education/1
https://www.laurakellyforkansas.com/issues/kansas-schools/
http://www.kssenatedems.org/elected/laura-kelly/


 

Maine Governor Janet Mills (D)    
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Believes improvements must be made in education 
from kindergarten through grade 12, including early 
childhood education. (Source) 

• Stated that Maine should "more aggressively" fund Pre-K education. 
(Source) 

Quotes 

• "The Educare program here in Waterville is an incredible program. I wish 
we could replicate that all across the state of Maine." (The program 
prepares Pre-K-aged children for school and incorporates parent 
involvement.) (Source) 

Relevant Information 

• A Better Maine, an independent organization backed by the Democratic 
Governors Association released an advertisement in support of Mills, 
saying, "As governor she'll invest in public schools, from pre-K through 
college." (Source) 

  

https://www.pressherald.com/2018/10/04/candidates-for-maine-governor-debate-power-project-education-health-care-at-waterville-forum/
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/10/04/candidates-for-maine-governor-debate-power-project-education-health-care-at-waterville-forum/
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/10/04/candidates-for-maine-governor-debate-power-project-education-health-care-at-waterville-forum/
https://democraticgovernors.org/news/dga-backed-group-launches-new-ad-in-maine/


 

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan 
(R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Expanded eligibility for Maryland's Child Care Subsidy 
Program to "allow more children across the state to access quality child 
care and educational programs due to historic changes to the 
program…This increase and additional programmatic changes to the CCS 
Program this year will result in more Maryland children arriving at 
elementary school with the educational foundation needed for success 
during their school years, and in life." (Source) 

• Describes education as a top priority. (Source) 

• Announced $19 Million in education funding, including $4.5 million for 
before- and after-school academic programs, $2.5 million for an early 
literacy program, and $2 million for career and technical education. 
(Source) 

Quotes 

• "Early learning programs are critically important to the development of our 
youth and provide a foundation of educational support for children from 
economically disadvantaged households." (Source) 

• "This program is critically important to expanding educational 
opportunities for Maryland's low-income working families who depend on 
this assistance… Doubling this funding allows us to provide more families 
with much-needed relief and ensure that more of our kids have access to 
quality child care and educational programs, providing the foundation for 
success in the classroom." (Source) 

  

http://news.maryland.gov/msde/governors-release-governor-larry-hogan-announces-expanded-eligibility-for-marylands-child-care-subsidy-program/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/on-the-first-day-of-class-hogan-and-jealous-battle-for-education-minded-voters/2018/09/04/cd3a1558-b04a-11e8-aed9-001309990777_story.html
http://www.delmarvapublicradio.net/post/md-governor-announces-19-million-education-funding
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/news/local/maryland/2018/06/19/pre-k-expansion-funds-go-somerset-wicomico/713458002/
https://mscca.org/governor-larry-hogan-announces-expanded-eligibility-for-marylands-child-care-subsidy-program/


 

Massachusetts Governor Charlie 
Baker (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• In August 2018, the Baker administration announced 
$4 million in grants for facility improvements at early education and care 
programs serving children from low income families. (Source) 

• In August 2017, Baker's administration announced $46 million in funding 
awards to initiatives that support the quality and availability of early 
education and care programs across the state. (Source) 

• In July 2016, Baker's administration awarded $42 million in grants to eight 
early education grant programs: Coordinated Family and Community 
Engagement Networks, Head Start Supplemental Funding, Inclusive 
Preschool Learning Environments, Universal Pre-Kindergarten Classroom 
Quality, Educator and Provider Supports, Early Childhood Mental Health, 
Screening and Assessment, and Program Quality Rating Tools. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "I support an increase in targeted investment in early childhood 
education…we have to make sure when we make that investment we have 
kids going into schools where they continue to benefit from the gain that 
they received as a result of being in that program." (Source) 

• "As part of our commitment to early education, we are proud to announce 
more than $46 million to help strengthen early education services and 
programs for young children and their families in cities and towns across 
Massachusetts. Today's grants, coupled with an already announced 6% rate 
increase for early education providers, ensure programs will continue to 
improve for their students and retain quality staff." (Source) 

• "In awarding these grants, we are proud to support important initiatives 
that advance the quality of the early education and care system in the 
Commonwealth. High-quality early education and care programs provide 
children with a strong foundation for learning, academic success, and 
positive outcomes overall." (Source) 

https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-awards-4-million-for-early-education-programs
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-awards-46-million-in-funding-for-early-education-programs
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-awards-42-million-in-grants-for-early-education-programs
https://eyeonearlyeducation.com/2014/10/06/early-education-debated-by-massachusetts-gubernatorial-candidates/
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-awards-46-million-in-funding-for-early-education-programs
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-awards-42-million-in-grants-for-early-education-programs


 

• "With these grants, we will improve the learning environments of our 
youngest children, boost the capacity of programs to serve more children 
and create new jobs. Renovating and repairing facilities helps achieve our 
goal of improving the quality of early education and care." (Source) 

• "To help the next generation of students get off to a good start, we 
delivered, with your support, one of the largest increases in funding for 
early childhood education in over a decade in our 2018 budget. All in, we've 
increased state spending on early education rates, delivering a $45 million 
wage increase for teachers." (Source) 

  

https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-awards-4-million-for-early-education-programs
https://eyeonearlyeducation.com/2018/01/25/governor-baker-releases-fy19-state-budget-proposal/


 

Michigan Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer (D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Advocates for universal preschool and has suggested 
ways to better leverage the state's education budget to pay for it. (Source) 

• Whitmer calls for: phasing in quality, full-day preschool; raising Michigan's 
child care eligibility and reimbursement rates; establishing a reliable state 
funding source for Early On services, and promoting classroom and 
teaching innovations to promote high-quality learning environments. 
(Source) 

Quotes 

• "My plan focuses on the first 1,000 days of a child's life. We will prioritize 
early childhood education funding and get Michigan on a path to universal 
preschool to ensure that when kids enter kindergarten, they are ready to 
learn." (Source) 

• "Educating children from kindergarten through the 12th grade is no longer 
good enough. It is time for our public education system to begin teaching 
Michiganders earlier in their formative years and throughout a lifetime of 
learning." (Source) 

• "[We will] raise Michigan's child care eligibility and reimbursement rates 
from one of the lowest in the country to a competitive level that will 
remain year after year so parents can  make long-term plans for their 
children. High quality, affordable, safe, clean and reliable child care starting 
from birth will improve the readiness of Michigan three-year-olds about to 
enter preschool. It will also give parents the time and peace of mind they 
need to get a job, pursue a promotion or go back to school themselves." 
(Source) 

• "Prioritizing early education services from birth to five years does more to 
bolster lifetime literacy outcomes than any punitive measure, like retaining 
students in third grade. Research shows a 13 percent return on investment 
for every dollar spent on high-quality early childhood education. This is 

https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/detroit/2018/08/29/michigan-is-failing-its-students-as-state-test-scores-keep-tanking/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/gps-public-static/Gretchen-Whitmer/Whitmer_Policy-OnePgr-EducationPlan-060818.pdf
https://www.gretchenwhitmer.com/issues/education/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/gps-public-static/Gretchen-Whitmer/Whitmer_EducationPolicyDocument_06042018.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/gps-public-static/Gretchen-Whitmer/Whitmer_EducationPolicyDocument_06042018.pdf


 

why universal preschool is the first step to ensure Michigan becomes a 
fully literate state." (Source) 

• In response to a question on whether Michigan schools have the necessary 
resources to succeed, Whitmer said, "No and no. We've got to do better by 
our children and that means not punishing third graders who aren't 
literate. It means tripling the number of literacy coaches. Having universal 
early childhood education so every child coming into kindergarten is ready 
to learn." (Source) 

• In response to a question on what Michigan can do about the high cost of 
child care and lack of preschool options for young children, Whitmer 
replied, "One of the things that we have proposed in my jobs and the 
economy plan is drawing down more resources from the federal 
government. Right now we could be giving tax breaks to families for 
childcare and we're not. We could expand early childhood education, which 
starting our kids off as four-year-olds would help alleviate some of that." 
(Source) 

• "Studies have shown that investing in quality early childhood education is 
one of the best ways to encourage lifetime literacy. My "Better Schools 
Now" education plan will move Michigan to universal preschool, triple the 
number of literacy coaches in Michigan and give students the in-school 
wraparound support they need – like counselors, social workers, school 
nurses, school security, healthy meals and safe transportation. We're going 
to reimagine public education and provide quality classroom learning and 
education that starts at birth." (Source) 

Relevant Information 

• In June, Whitmer published an op-ed, "Grow workforce by improving 
education," which highlighted her plan to increase investment in early 
childhood education. (Source) 

 

  

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/gps-public-static/Gretchen-Whitmer/Whitmer_EducationPolicyDocument_06042018.pdf
https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/detroit/2018/08/07/michigans-governors-race-will-be-whitmer-vs-schuette-heres-where-they-stand-on-education/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/detroit/2018/08/07/michigans-governors-race-will-be-whitmer-vs-schuette-heres-where-they-stand-on-education/
https://www.bridgemi.com/talent-education/where-they-stand-michigan-candidates-governor-k-12-education
https://www.bridgemi.com/guest-commentary/opinion-gretchen-whitmer-grow-workforce-improving-education


 

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz (D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Supports universal Pre-K. His website states: "All 
students deserve learning opportunities at an early 
age. We need to pursue a two-generation strategy so 
that we are supporting kids and their families together. Early learning 
should also be better integrated with Minnesota's child care assistance 
programs. We know opportunity gaps begin early. By addressing education 
equity early we will provide all of our kids a chance to succeed." (Source) 

• Vows to fully fund existing state child care programs for income-eligible 
families, as well as increase statewide access to quality child care 
programs for all families. (Source) 

• Pledged that a "Walz-Flanagan administration would take significant steps 
to ensure that we address child care needs across the state, from North 
Mankato to the North Shore to North Minneapolis. This means the 
following: Increasing the child and dependent care tax credit, and the 
income limit for this tax credit so that more families can benefit from it; 
Fully fund and forecast the Child Care Assistance Program, so that all 
income eligible families can obtain funding to pay for early care and 
education for their children; Increase access to quality child care programs 
for children receiving child care assistance by supporting the growth of the 
Parent Aware quality rating and improvement system and ensuring that it 
is culturally responsive and culturally competent; Invest in the Community 
Solutions Fund for Healthy Child Development, a proposal from Voices and 
Choices for Children. This fund would provide flexible funding streams to 
disburse funds of varying sizes that communities can use to build upon 
what they see working; acknowledging that communities of color and 
indigenous communities have invaluable knowledge, and must be active 
and valued participants within the creation of solutions for themselves; 
Partner with organizations like WomenVenture to develop cooperatively-
owned child care businesses in low-income areas and in greater 
Minnesota." (Source) 

Quotes 

https://walzflanagan.org/our-agenda/education/
http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf
http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf


 

• "I believe that early education is important because a child's development 
begins long before he or she arrives in elementary school. Head Start 
programs provide early childhood education, social services, and parental 
involvement programs to over 18 million low income children." (Source) 

• "The Head Start program developed an early learning program that has 
been instrumental in educational success for the past 45 years. Likewise, 
this program is vital in creating a whole-family approach and establishing a 
pathway to lifelong success. Studies show that every dollar invested in 
Head Start returns $7-$9 to our future economic growth, so the program 
more than pays for itself. Students who go through this program increase 
their social and academic skills and have a reduced high school dropout 
rate." (Source) 

• "America's health care system must be improved; roundtable participants 
ranked health care a top priority; mental health has to be part of the 
health care discussion; the high costs of prescription drugs have to be 
addressed; affordable, high-quality child care and early childhood 
education are critical parts of a vibrant rural economy." (Source) 

• "I am proud to introduce the Small Town and Regional Vitality Investment 
Act to empower our local elected officials to overcome major barriers to 
future vitality in a flexible, strategic way – but make no mistake, it was 
truly written by the people of southern Minnesota over the course of two 
years. By investing in our shared public goods, such as human capital, 
public infrastructure, community amenities, and early childhood 
development, the bill will help our small towns achieve their full potential 
and thrive for decades to come.  It will help draw folks who pursued 
educational and economic opportunities elsewhere back to rural areas, 
help attract young folks who are ready to settle down and start a family, 
and help recruit highly skilled workers to fill job vacancies." (Source) 

• "As my running mate Peggy Flanagan often says, children don't come in 
pieces, and when it comes to education, that is abundantly clear. This fact 
makes early childhood care essential to our education system in 
Minnesota, which would be the top priority for me as Governor. 
Minnesota's history of investing in education is one of the most significant 
components of our historic economic success, and something that we are 
consistently identified as a leader. Closing these opportunity gaps isn't just 
a moral imperative; it's an economic necessity as our workforce demands 
are ever increasing. And whenever we make decisions, Peggy and I will 
return to our North Star: Bringing people directly affected by those policy 
to the table." (Source) 

https://walz.house.gov/issues/education
https://walz.house.gov/issues/education
https://walz.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/team-walz-launches-southern-minnesota-way-of-life-tour
https://walz.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/walz-introduces-small-town-regional-vitality-investment-act
http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf


 

• "Peggy and I support high-quality, public, universal pre-k for all Minnesota 
4 year olds. In order to achieve this goal, we would advocate for securing 
the additional funding needed to expand this program across the state. We 
would need to implement universal pre-k with great care and intention, 
ensuring that child care providers don't suffer financial hardship through 
the loss of 4-year-olds in their care." (Source) 

• "I also understand the need to review and build more coordination among 
the many revenue streams and programs funded by the state and so we 
would charge our administration to work to ensure we're spending dollars 
effectively to expand high quality early learning opportunities across the 
state." (Source) 

• "Minnesota reimburses child care providers at significantly low rates. 
Consequently, child care capacity, especially in rural Minnesota, has 
declined over the last decade or more. Much has been discussed about 
child care regulations, and I'm willing to explore common sense regulatory 
reforms that help providers. However, we will direct our administration to 
determine how we can draw down additional federal child care funds, 
along with adding state funds in order to improve child care 
reimbursement rates. We strongly support securing the necessary funding 
to ensure that quality child care programs are accessible and affordable 
for all Minnesota families. However, we would like to draw the distinction 
between child care and early education programs (such as universal, public 
pre-K). While both are critically important for closing the opportunity gap, 
they are not always one in the same. Many children and families need 
access to both preschool AND high-quality child care to meet both the 
educational needs of children and provide economic stability for their 
families, especially for families with parents who work the second or third 
shift. As stated above, we need to address child care reimbursement rates 
to ensure quality care, as well as funding universal, public pre-K programs. 
In addition, we should explore many more of the items in MinneMinds 
policy agenda from expanding state grants for retaining and increasing the 
number of providers, to programs like TEACH and RETAIN and more. We 
appreciate these programs and want to work together to support them." 
(Source) 

• "Fully funding the biennial increase into the state's budget to meet the 
needs of Minnesota's children and families will be very challenging. But it is 
a challenge we believe we can achieve. For far too long we have bought 
into a narrative of scarcity of resources instead of looking at our spending 
priorities. As we work to get there, my first focus would be on ensuring 
low income and other high-needs kids and families (for example, kids in 
child protection or foster care) would be a priority. However, we still 

http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf
http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf
http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf


 

believe universal access to high-quality, public pre-K would benefit all 
families and it is achievable." (Source) 

• "Home visiting programs have never been adequately funded. A Walz-
Flanagan Administration would invest in programs that are currently 
successfully implementing home visits, work to increase flexibility and 
access to these programs, then ensure sufficient funding through a home 
visiting grant program." (Source) 

• "Minnesota has left federal child care funding on the table by not 
conforming to federal program requirements. We're interested in exploring 
our options in the child care assistance program. The net result is that 
Minnesota may in fact have a 'complex' system, but that doesn't mean it's 
ineffective. Minnesota is a large and diverse state and we will work toward 
pragmatic solutions to create access and opportunities for all." (Source) 

 

  

http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf
http://minneminds.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/MinneMinds-Governor-Candidate-Questionnaire_Walz-2.pdf
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New Hampshire Governor Chris 
Sununu (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Advocates for full-day kindergarten. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "The investments made in early childhood education will give all New 
Hampshire children a strong foundation for tomorrow's future." (Source) 

• "I'm very proud that this administration has made bigger investments and 
provided more opportunities in early childhood education and early 
childhood development than ever before." (Source) 

• "Today in New Hampshire, a family's educational opportunities are growing.  
Whether its access to a full-day kindergarten program or whether a family 
is seeking an alternative education for their kids, a family's zip-code no 
longer limits their opportunity to succeed." (Source) 

• "Full-day kindergarten is good for children and families and a critical tool 
in retaining our future workforce." (Source) 

  

https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2018/09/05/the-keys-to-student-success-include-starting.html
http://reachinghighernh.org/2017/09/11/governor-sununu-building-21st-century-education-system/
https://www.concordmonitor.com/Education-becoming-hot-topic-in-NH-governor-race-16802000
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/speeches/state-of-state-2018.htm
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2018/09/05/the-keys-to-student-success-include-starting.html


 

New Mexico Governor Michelle 
Lujan Grisham (D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Calls on New Mexico to fund full-day early education for every child in the 
state. Her website states that this policy "is the smartest investment we 
can make in our future, and will prepare the next generation of kids for 
better careers and healthier lives." (Source) 

• Advocates for making "universal access to high-quality Pre-K a reality for 
every New Mexico Family. Quality Pre-K is one of the best investments we 
can make in our future. By increasing distributions from our Permanent 
School Fund and bringing Pre-K in line with the school funding formula, we 
can make universal Pre-K a reality and secure its funding for the future. 
We also need to ensure that our early education is held to a high standard. 
Michelle will support training and recruitment of skilled educators with 
professional wages and make full-day instruction the norm so we can give 
every child the start they deserve." (Source) 

Quotes 

• "Early childhood education would be a hallmark of the administration. We 
want every child to have universal access. We do not create cooperative 
leveraging between the Children Youth and Families Department's [CYFD] 
early childhood and Head Start. So we've got fewer Head Start dollars in 
the state… You determine that getting to kids, particularly in at-risk 
families, happens immediately. You do statewide home visiting. You do a 
much better job of identifying at-risk families, assigning them to personnel 
in CYFD." (Source) 

  

http://www.newmexicansformichelle.com/POLICY/education
http://www.newmexicansformichelle.com/policy/a-new-direction-for-new-mexico-s-public-schools
http://nmindepth.com/2018/05/17/qa-lujan-grisham-says-early-childhood-ed-will-be-hallmark/


 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo 
(D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Advocates for increased Pre-K funding. (Source) 

• Proposed relief to families struggling to afford child care with a Middle 
Class Child Care Tax Credit. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "We'll invest another $365 million this year in Pre-K for four-year-olds but 
we also want to take the next step and start designing programs – not for 
four-year-olds – but for three-year-olds. All of the studies say that the 
earlier you get them in, the better. Let New York be ahead of the curve by 
enrolling three-year-olds who are now making some of the largest 
cognitive and behavioral gains. We are going to start this with a $25 million 
offering for Pre-K for three-year-olds." (Source) 

• "This year I propose we provide additional relief with a Middle Class Child 
Care Tax Credit. The average cost to send a child to day care is $25,000. 
This year we will double the credit to help reduce child care costs to more 
than 200,000 working class families. That will make a difference." (Source) 

• "Student achievement at all grade levels often rests on the quality of early 
learning and this challenge proposal demonstrates New York State's 
commitment to making sure our early childhood education programs are 
among the best in the nation." (Source) 

• "Early learning opportunities can have a tremendous impact on a child's 
achievements in life — both during the formative years and over the long 
run. By funding pre-K for 3-year-olds in high-need communities, we can 
begin to shrink the achievement gap and set those students on the path to 
success from an even younger age…There's no doubt the benefits are just 
amazing." (Source) 

  

http://www.governing.com/topics/politics/gov-new-york-andrew-cuomo.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-presents-1st-proposal-2017-state-state-making
http://www.governing.com/topics/politics/gov-new-york-andrew-cuomo.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-photos-rush-transcript-governor-cuomo-presents-1st-proposal-2017-state-state-making
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/gov-andrew-cuomo-submits-100-million-race-top-early-learning-grant-proposal-article-1.965377
https://auburnpub.com/blogs/eye_on_ny/cuomo-pushing-to-expand-prekindergarten-programs-to--year-olds/article_d9a022ee-bd17-11e4-b0eb-eb308604da27.html


 

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Pledged to "Improve access and increase the quality of 
early childhood education services." He plans to do this 
by raising the eligibility level for publicly funded early childhood programs 
for working families from 130% of the federal poverty level to 150% of the 
federal poverty level, which will expand access to at least 20,000 more 
children. He also stresses the importance of ensuring all early childhood 
education centers are high quality. (Source) 

• Wants to increase home visiting services for at-risk, first time mothers "to 
give them the tools they need to promote child development and school 
readiness." (Source) 

• Committed to making state investments to triple the number of families 
served through home-visiting programs. (Source) 

• Cites that evidence-based home visiting services in Ohio "are grossly 
underfunded, reaching less than 4 percent of eligible families." (Source) 

Quotes 

• "When you look at the challenges that the state faces … a lot of it comes 
back to early childhood development." (Source) 

• "You cannot separate education from nutrition from healthcare. All of 
these impact on how well that child is going to develop." (Source) 

• "When we present our budget in early next year, the budget will balance 
and it's a question of priorities. Kids are important. And what we wanted to 
signal today was how important we think they are." (Source) 

• "We are not going to have a prosperous and competitive Ohio by trying to 
fix major social problems after they develop. We can only do it by 
preventing these problems in the first place." (Source) 

• "Ninety percent of brain development occurs, we're told, during a child's 
first five years of life yet educational supports for most children really 
don't begin until kindergarten. We must start early when the mother is 
expecting her baby and through that child's first through years of life." 
(Source) 

https://www.mikedewine.com/kids/
https://www.mikedewine.com/kids/
https://www.mikedewine.com/kids/
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmhassan%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C9MMYMV3G%5CDeWine's%20website%20highlights%20that%20%22evidence-based%20home%20visiting%20services%20are%20voluntary%20programs%20that%20serve%20at-risk,%20first-time%20mothers%20and%20children%20up%20to%20age%20three%20in%20their%20own%20homes.%20Ohio%E2%80%99s%20programs%20are%20grossly%20underfunded,%20reaching%20less%20than%204%20percent%20of%20eligible%20families.%22
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/ohio-governor-race-dewine-says-wants-make-these-changes-ohio-early-childhood-programs/j4SlMBMV39RvyXbfbVUDnL/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/ohio-governor-race-dewine-says-wants-make-these-changes-ohio-early-childhood-programs/j4SlMBMV39RvyXbfbVUDnL/
https://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2018/06/mike_dewine_outlines_child_car.html
http://www.ideastream.org/news/mike-dewine-says-he%E2%80%99ll-spend-more-on-early-childhood-programs
http://www.wksu.org/post/dewine-and-cordray-tout-their-plans-ohios-children#stream/0


 

Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE. 

Quotes 

• "Many scientific studies show that a child's success 
starts with a safe and stable home environment. 
There are many ways the governor can help families 
succeed, from recruiting more competition in the job market to improve 
household wages to ensuring our state's safety nets are fiscally sound, 
operating efficiently and available to those who need it the most. I also 
believe education is a corner stone [sic] to helping better the lives of 
Oklahoma's children. Everyone recognizes we need to do better in this 
category. I am ready to bring all stakeholders together and lead us in 
problem-solving and pursuing new methods that are showing successful 
outcomes in other states." (Source) 

  

http://oica.org/legislation/candidate-questionnaire/candidate-questionnaire-results/governor/


 

Oregon Governor Knute Buehler 
(R)   
Overview 

Has supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Quotes 

• Buehler plans to "rejuvenate innovation" in the 
classroom, with a focus on "early learning, third-grade 
reading, having a personalized education plan, breaking down the silos 
between K through 12 and higher education, emphasizing career and 
technical training." (Source) 

  

https://www.eugeneweekly.com/2018/02/08/rep-knute-buehler-on-oregon-issues/


 

Oregon Governor Kate Brown (D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Funded all-day kindergarten statewide for the first 
time ever in her capacity as governor. (Source) 

• "Kate Brown is proud of her record on education during the 3½ years she's 
served as Oregon's governor. Spending is up 22 percent, 1,300 more low-
income children have access to free preschool each year, and the 
graduation rate rose 3 percentage points in two years, a faster rate than in 
prior years." (Source) 

• Believes "allocating money to early childhood education and to programs 
that connect families of color and those living in poverty may take a while 
to pay off, but it is an investment with long-term dividends." (Source) 

• Wants "to focus her efforts on helping 'kids who face the most barriers.' 
Her plan outlines steps to make preschool and child care more affordable 
and available to all families, especially families living in poverty. She says 
Oregon is among the least affordable states for infant and toddler child 
care in the country. She plans to expand on existing services to add an 
additional 10,000 children from low-income families or those with 
disabilities in the next biennium, with the goal of serving 40,000 children 
by 2025." (Source) 

Quotes 

• "We've been able to expand access to pre-K and sustain funding for it 
despite opposition in the Legislature." (Source) 

• "We want all of our children to show up to kindergarten ready to learn." 
(Source) 

  

https://katebrownfororegon.com/education
https://www.ewa.org/latest-news/oregon-education-where-kate-brown-and-knute-buehler-stand
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/13/oregon-education-knute-buehler-kate-brown-governor-candidates/1185292002/
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/13/oregon-education-knute-buehler-kate-brown-governor-candidates/1185292002/
https://www.wweek.com/news/state/2018/10/03/whats-not-to-like-about-kate-brown/
https://katu.com/news/back-to-school/brown-wants-a-longer-school-year-reduced-class-sizes


 

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf 
(D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Increased the number of children able to attend pre-
kindergarten by 64% and increased the number of students enrolled in 
full-day kindergarten to 93,800, citing the need for students to start early 
to get a head start in life. (Source) 

• Created the "Ready to Start" task force focused on informing the strategy 
to address health, human services, and education policy for infants and 
toddlers ages zero to three. (Source) 

• Made education the cornerstone of his first run for governor. In his 2018-19 
budget proposal, he called for a $40 million increase for pre-K programs. 
(Source) 

Quotes 

• "Along with my administration's efforts in Pennsylvania over the past four 
years, we have increased our investments in pre-K by $115 million to serve 
an additional 11,000 children, and in-home visiting by more than $14 million 
to serve 7,200 more children, and we have invested $16.8 million to move 
thousands of children from the Child Care Works waiting list. The 
accomplished business leaders on the commission are well suited to 
continue this bi-partisan work. Together, we can ensure that every child in 
the commonwealth has access to high-quality early childhood care and 
education." (Source) 

• "The environment in which babies live and learn in their first three years 
has an enormous impact on their cognitive, social, and emotional 
development. The task force's goal is to identify programs and policies to 
help infants and children age zero to three get a strong, focused beginning 
toward a healthy, happy, fulfilling life here in the commonwealth." (Source) 

  

https://www.wolfforpa.com/record/
http://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/governor-wolf-introduces-ready-to-start-task-force-to-focus-on-needs-of-youngest-pennsylvanians/
https://theincline.com/2018/10/04/can-independents-vote-for-libertarians-and-your-other-pennsylvania-midterm-election-questions/
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/evangelical-ceo-named-to-early-learning-investment-commission/article_f011350f-4800-5a34-a529-1dfa1da29b26.html
http://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/governor-wolf-introduces-ready-to-start-task-force-to-focus-on-needs-of-youngest-pennsylvanians/


 

Rhode Island Governor Gina 
Raimondo (D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Believes "all families deserve access to excellent 
childcare." She has sought "to ease the financial burden and give peace of 
mind to low-income working families." These efforts led to "the largest 
increase in Child Care Assistance funding in a decade." (Source) 

• Calls for additional investments in improving child care quality in her latest 
budget. (Source) 

• Announced she will pursue an initiative to fund universal state pre-K if she 
wins re-election. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "When we invest in proven supports like early childhood education, it pays 
dividends down the road, and I'm grateful to all of the educators and 
policymakers whose support continues to position our state as a national 
leader." (Source) 

• "Investing in early childhood education is an investment in the future 
success of all students, and that investment is starting to pay off. Now, we 
must stay the course and continue these critical investments. We have 
high-quality programs in place, and I remain committed to expanding 
access to more students and families across Rhode Island." (Source) 

• "Every child deserves a shot at a bright future, and nothing prepares a 
child for their future better than high-quality preschool… We're going to 
guarantee that every parent who wants to send their four-year-old to Pre-
K will be able to." (Source) 

• "I don't think that you should have to be wealthy in order to have a chance 
to have a good, high-quality pre-K." (Source) 

• "Investing in pre-K is about improving K-12 education in Rhode Island. Pre-
K is the most cost-effective way to make significant improvements in K-12 
outcomes." (Source) 

 

https://ginaraimondo.com/issues/early-childhood-education/
https://ginaraimondo.com/issues/early-childhood-education/
http://www.browndailyherald.com/2018/09/19/raimondo-proposes-universal-pre-k/
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/33001
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/AdditionalInformation/News/ViewArticle/tabid/408/ArticleId/400/Rhode-Island-a-National-Leader-in-Quality-Pre-Kindergarten.aspx
https://ginaraimondo.com/updates/universal-pre-k/
http://www.providencejournal.com/news/20180910/raimondo-vows-universal-pre-kindergarten-if-reelected
http://www.browndailyherald.com/2018/09/19/raimondo-proposes-universal-pre-k/


 

South Carolina Governor Henry 
McMaster (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE. 

Quotes 

• "We agreed early education was not minimally 
adequate. It ought to be excellent. It's got to be 
better. We've got to educate the children. That's the 
way out of poverty." (Source) 

  

https://www.thestate.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/cindi-ross-scoppe/article129160424.html


 

South Dakota Governor Kristi 
Noem (R)   
Overview 

Has supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Worked to ensure the Child and Dependent Care Tax 
Credit was maintained in the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act. 
(Source) 

  

https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/politics/2017/10/04/policy-and-presidents-ear-mind-noem-seeks-alliance-ivanka-trump/722857001/


 

Texas Governor Greg Abbott (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Designated early childhood education an "emergency 
item" In his 2015 State of the State speech. 
(Emergency items receive expedited consideration by 
the Texas Legislature.) To address the situation, he called for "improving 
teacher skills and student learning in critical years; having every child 
doing math or reading at grade level by the third grade; providing funding 
to districts that opt to implement a high quality, accountable gold 
standard program; developing research based professional development 
for pre-kindergarten teachers." (Source) 

• Committed to spend state aid helping school districts develop quality pre-
kindergarten classes. A House bill did this, authorizing more money to go 
to districts providing quality pre-k classes. Gov. Abbott also signed a state 
budget into law which awarded $118 million in such grant funding through 
2016-17. (Source) 

• Calls for providing "funding to districts that opt to implement a gold 
standard, high quality, accountable prekindergarten program with the goal 
of the demonstrating long-term prekindergarten success." (Source) 

• Commits to "[Requiring] prekindergarten providers that receive state 
funding to set benchmarks and evaluate improvement, and to report this 
data to TEA." (Source) 

• Seeks to develop "research-based professional development for 
prekindergarten teachers that incorporate the Texas Prekindergarten 
Guidelines and standards to promote classroom best practices." (Source) 

Quotes 

• "The literacy and mathematics skills children learn in pre-kindergarten 
through third grade form the foundation for their futures, both in school 
and in life." (Source) 

• "A child's early learning years lay the foundation for all that is to come. 
Prekindergarten (pre-k) and elementary grades K-3 play a critical role in a 
child's educational development; this is the period during which gaps that 

https://www.gregabbott.com/greg-abbott-emergency-item-early-childhood-education/
https://www.politifact.com/texas/article/2015/jul/27/abbott-keeps-five-early-childhood-education-promis/
https://townhall254.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EducatingTexansPreKThird.pdf
https://townhall254.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EducatingTexansPreKThird.pdf
https://townhall254.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EducatingTexansPreKThird.pdf
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/editorials/article11390060.html


 

develop prior to a child starting kindergarten are either solidified or 
eliminated. Education policy and practices must strengthen the emphasis 
placed on this pivotal stage of a child's development in a way that 
recognizes needs in order to optimize academic learning." (Source) 

• "Family background has the most decisive effect on student achievement, 
contributing to a large performance gap between children from 
economically disadvantaged families and those from middle-class homes. 
Pre-K programs that target at-risk children have increasingly been looked 
to as a means of closing this gap. While there is some evidence to suggest 
that high quality pre-k increases a child's chances of succeeding, the 
general understanding concerning what constitutes 'high-quality' is far 
from universal. Studies argue that children who attend high quality 
programs are less likely to be held back or require special education and 
are more likely to graduate. Many of the studies promoting the long-term 
benefits of pre-k are either outdated or suffer from low internal or 
external validity. Others focus on small programs, which are difficult, if not 
impossible, to scale to a large population of children. Here in Texas, the 
quality of state-funded pre-k programs is largely unknown, as information 
regarding pre-k is seldom collected. If Texas is serious about implementing 
high quality pre-k, there is a need for greater transparency of pre-k 
programs. This will increase districts' ability to share information and 
facilitate the diffusion of classroom best practices. Transparency will also 
enable policymakers to assess the return on taxpayers' investment in 
state-funded pre-k by providing the necessary information to hold school 
districts and private providers accountable for the quality of their pre-k 
programs. This type of transparency and accountability is sorely lacking 
under the current model. Rather than thinking of pre-k and elementary 
education as discrete elements  of the educational continuum, pre-k 
through third grade must be considered as an integrated and 
comprehensive educational program. At a policy level, this means that, 
until improvements are made in grades K-3, any returns on the state's 
investment in prekindergarten will fail to realize its potential impact. 
Accordingly, the state must also invest in professional development for 
teachers in grades K-3 in order to ensure that children are building strong 
foundational skills in literacy and mathematics." (Source) 

• "[If Texas can] double down [on early childhood education], we are going to 
start setting some outstanding records." (Source) 

• "We must provide our children with the tools they need to succeed. We do 
that through education. James Madison emphasized the importance of 
education to our liberty. He said "a well-instructed people...can be a 
permanently free people." That's precisely our goal in educating our 

https://townhall254.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EducatingTexansPreKThird.pdf
https://townhall254.gregabbott.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/EducatingTexansPreKThird.pdf
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/politics/texas/article/In-Houston-Abbott-names-early-childhood-6104333.php


 

children: Ensuring their perpetual freedom. That education begins with 
early education including high-quality Pre-K. Don't take my word for the 
importance of this. Eighty percent of all voters agree: Texas should fund 
optional high-quality Pre-K education. They want our children on the path 
to reading and doing math at grade level by the time they finish third 
grade. Rep. Huberty and Sen. Campbell, you were right to champion that 
proposal last session. You brought high quality standards to a Pre-K 
system that desperately needed meaningful improvement. So, I'm 
perplexed by the budgets submitted by the House and Senate. They nod in 
the direction of Pre-K, but they turn a blind eye to the goal of achieving 
high-quality Pre-K. Do your constituents know that each session you vote 
to spend about $1.5 billion on unaccountable Pre-K? The purpose of high-
quality Pre-K is to set high standards, evaluate them and eliminate what 
doesn't work. It's to ensure that Pre-K works rather than wastes taxpayer 
money. Let's do this right. Or don't do it at all." (Source) 

  

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor_abbott_delivers_state_of_the_state_address


 

Vermont Governor Phil Scott (R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Proposed to use $7 million generated from a new tax 
on internet sales to boost the state's spending on 
child care subsidies for Vermont families. (Source) 

• Proposes a five-year plan on his official website which mentions early 
childhood education. A more detailed breakdown of the plan says it 
"Generates almost $300 million in net savings in 5 years that can be 
reinvested in early care & learning, K-12 education, technical education, 
higher education and lower tax rates." (Source) 

• Proposed an additional $9.6 million for early care and learning programs in 
Vermont as part of his budget in 2017. (Source) 

• Vermont Public Radio segment on last year's budget proposal: "Child care 
subsidies aren't the only programs slated for significant increases in 
Scott's budget. He wants $6.5 million in new money for higher education, 
$1 million for pre-K services, and $1.6 million to fund classroom 
innovations. Just because Scott has proposed the expenditures, however, 
does not make them any closer to becoming reality." (Source) 

• Burlington Free Press (2016): "Scott has said early childhood issues are a 
priority, but instead of raising new taxes he would reallocate existing 
funds, ask communities to rent out empty school rooms to child care 
providers, and encourage businesses to create infant child care on-site. 
The Republican governor-elect often cites a report that identified 
opportunities for about $164 million in savings in Vermont's public school 
system. Scott has suggested using some of that money for child care." 
(Source) 

• Vermont Public Radio (2016): "Lt. Gov. Phil Scott said the state needs to 
improve access to childcare, and improve education quality. But he said 
the state can't begin to tackle those problems until it 'makes Vermont 
affordable again.' Delivering that affordability, according to Scott, requires 
revenue and regulatory reforms he says would make the state more 
hospitable to the private sector." (Source) 

http://nieer.org/news/in-vermont-scott-pitches-plan-to-fund-child-care-subsidies-with-new-internet-sales-tax
https://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/5-year-plan-revitalize-education-and-stabilize-statewide-property-tax-rates
https://www.letsgrowkids.org/governor-scott-calls-major-investments-early-childhood-programs
http://digital.vpr.net/post/scotts-child-care-subsidies-sound-good-advocates-could-gut-school-budgets#stream/0
https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/vermont/2016/12/09/three-things-know-vermonts-new-child-care-report/95193498/
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmhassan%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C9MMYMV3G%5CVermont%20Public%20Radio%20(2016):%20%22Lt.%20Gov.%20Phil%20Scott%20said%20the%20state%20needs%20to%20improve%20access%20to%20childcare,%20and%20improve%20education%20quality.%20But%20he%20said%20the%20state%20can%E2%80%99t%20begin%20to%20tackle%20those%20problems%20until%20it%20'makes%20Vermont%20affordable%20again.'%20Delivering%20that%20affordability,%20according%20to%20Scott,%20requires%20revenue%20and%20regulatory%20reforms%20he%20says%20would%20make%20the%20state%20more%20hospitable%20to%20the%20private%20sector.%22


 

• Said investment in early childhood education would be an effective 
approach at cutting special education costs. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "As Governor, my focus is to grow the economy, make Vermont more 
affordable and protect the most vulnerable. Early care and learning spans 
all three goals. An investment in our kids is an investment in our future. 
With greater focus on early care, I am confident Vermont can offer the 
best cradle-to-career education system in the country, which is the 
greatest economic development tool we could have." (Source) 

• "Many Vermont families cannot afford comprehensive child care yet we 
know these services are the most impactful for children. In my first term, I 
proposed increasing Vermont's funding in early care and learning, including: 
adding $7.5 million to the Child Care Financial Assistance Program, which 
provides essential support to families and providers; using $1 million to 
provide full-day pre-K programs for high-poverty kids; and creating a 
$600,000 grant for the development of a child care shared services model. 
And, I proposed a voluntary home visit program for pregnant women and 
babies." (Source) 

• "Over the last 3 years I've heard from parents that access to high-quality 
child care is limited. Our providers do amazing things for our kids, but with 
limited investment, wages are low in many settings and staff turnover is 
high. We must transform our early care system and that means better 
supporting the hard work of child care professionals and early educators. If 
we don't, our children and their parents will continue to miss out on 
quality care. Many families will have to choose between careers and child 
care. No parent should have to make that choice and that is why I will 
continue to focus on investments in this area." (Source) 

  

https://www.letsgrowkids.org/phil-scott
https://www.letsgrowkids.org/phil-scott
https://www.letsgrowkids.org/phil-scott


 

Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker 
(R)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Approved a $1.4 million-per-year request for a grant 
program the Department of Public Instruction administers to help districts 
start new 4-year-old kindergarten programs. (Source) 

• Proposes a state tax credit for child and dependent care expenses 
equivalent to the federal credit. Walker intends for the credit to cover 20-
35 percent of child care expenses, depending on income of 
parents/guardians. Up to $3,000 of expenses per child may be claimed. 
(Source) 

• Included an additional $3.9 million in funds to augment federally-backed 
home visiting programs. Walker's proposed funds would serve 400-500 
more families over a two-year period. (Source) 

Quotes 

• "Finally, we will provide a tax credit for working families to reduce a barrier 
to enter the workforce and ease the burden of child care costs." (Source) 

• "For a time when child care costs have been something that people talked 
about as being a barrier to going back into the workforce, this is one more 
tool to get people either to enter or re-enter the workforce going forward." 
(Source) 

  

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/08/20/tony-evers-proposes-boost-funding-all-day-4-k-program/1020019002/
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/2018/09/20/gov-scott-walker-pushes-proposal-child-care-tax-credits/1357190002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2017/02/18/borsuk-early-childhood-education-deserves-focus/98064168/
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/scott-walker-we-will-keep-moving-wisconsin-forward/article_31df9d0f-b7cc-592d-8e98-03fdae72da29.html
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmhassan%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5C9MMYMV3G%5CFor%20a%20time%20when%20child%20care%20costs%20have%20been%20something%20that%20people%20talked%20about%20as%20being%20a%20barrier%20to%20going%20back%20into%20the%20workforce,%20this%20is%20one%20more%20tool%20to%20get%20people%20either%20to%20enter%20or%20re-enter%20the%20workforce%20going%20forward.


 

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers 
(D)   
Overview 

Has publicly commented on the importance of ECE and 
supported policies that benefit ECE programs. 

Policy Positions 

• Proposes to increase funding to school districts that offer kindergarten to 
four-year-olds by allowing these districts to count these students as full-
time, rather than part-time. (Source) 

• Seeks to formally establish a state early childhood education program. 
(Source) 

• Pledges to "increase investments in early childhood education and quality 
childcare, which includes helping Wisconsin families with skyrocketing 
childcare costs." (Source) 

Quotes 

• Evers pledged to make "the largest investment in early childhood 
education that our state has ever seen." (Source) 

• "We're sending a message that early childhood education is important ... 
clearly, the research shows that." (Source) 

• "We will also focus on the availability and quality of early childhood 
development with pre-K programs." (Source) 

• "What's best for our kids is best for our state. As governor, I will; increase 
investments in early childhood education and quality childcare providers." 
(Source) 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/08/20/tony-evers-proposes-boost-funding-all-day-4-k-program/1020019002/
https://www.watchdog.org/wisconsin/despite-wisconsin-s-top-public-school-ranking-debate-over-education/article_08e8b300-a63e-11e8-a815-d7278432d486.html
https://tonyevers.com/plan/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/08/20/tony-evers-proposes-boost-funding-all-day-4-k-program/1020019002/
http://www.kenoshanews.com/governor-candidates-assess-state-s-education-ranking/article_6cf7fc1a-1d18-5b63-888d-82e58ab70f26.html#/questions
http://www.kenoshanews.com/governor-candidates-assess-state-s-education-ranking/article_6cf7fc1a-1d18-5b63-888d-82e58ab70f26.html#/questions

