
Hello! 

This election year, there is a growing sense of urgency around child care. Voters are increasingly looking to 

candidates and policymakers to address the serious child care challenges facing working families, local businesses, 

and their communities.

Child care is a national issue with profound local implications. Its importance resonates across all demographics—

party affiliation, age, gender, race, and geography. This is undeniably a breakthrough issue.

Access to affordable, quality child care is not a luxury for working families – it’s a necessity. Quality early learning 

and child care can be transformative, enhancing a child’s prospects for a brighter future while bolstering working 

parents and fostering economic stability nationwide.

First Five Years Fund (FFYF) is here as a resource for you. FFYF works with lawmakers and elected officials to build 

and prioritize bipartisan support for child care and early learning programs at the federal level. Our team can 

provide state-specific data, tested messages, polling, updates on current legislation and more; please feel free to 

contact us at mail@ffyf.org or 202.730.0943 to talk more.

Sincerely,

Sarah Rittling

Executive Director, First Five Years Fund
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Working families need support with child care. In the United States today, 26.8 million people – or one 

out of every six – rely on child care so they can work or go to school.

But child care can be hard to find and even harder to afford. And when families can’t find or afford child 

care, it’s a problem for everyone. Parents miss work or have to drop out of the workforce entirely. 

Employers are left scrambling to fill vacancies. And these problems have a devastating impact on the 

overall economy.

With affordable, quality child care, however, parents have options and  peace of mind that their little ones 

are safe and cared for while they are at work or school. Employers can rely on a stable, steady workforce. 

Local economies are stronger. And, best of all, young children have the chance to build cognitive and 

social skills during this critical period for learning and growth. Here’s a look at child care today:

CHILD CARE CHALLENGES 
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• 15 million children ages 5 and under in the United States today have all 

available parents in the workforce.

• The average cost of child care in the United States last year was $11,582.

• 89% of voters want candidates to have a plan to help working parents 

afford quality child care, including 82% of Trump voters and 99% of 

Democratic voters.

• According to recent studies, child care challenges cost the 

United States economy an estimated $122 billion a year.

Voters make a strong connection between child care and a strong economy, with 68% of all voters 

saying access to high-quality, affordable child care is “essential/very important” to strengthening 

the economy.

NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/lack-of-child-care-costs-economy-122-billion-dollars-parents-businesses-taxpayers-study/#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20study%20from,than%20%2478%20billion%20in%20total


Federal lawmakers can make a real difference to support working families. Pairing tax reform with robust 

federal funding would help connect more working families with affordable, high-quality child care while 

ensuring greater economic stability across the country.

CHILD CARE SOLUTIONS
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• We need more robust funding for child care and early learning to better support working families with 

young children. Every year, millions of children from birth through age five benefit from an array of federal 

early learning and care programs including the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), Head Start 

and Early Head Start, PDG B-5, and more. These programs, which have long enjoyed bipartisan 

support, foster the care and healthy development of children (prioritizing those from low-income families) 

and make child care more affordable and accessible. Click here to learn more about federal funding.

• Updating three provisions of the U.S. tax code would help more working families afford the child care 

they rely on to go to work. These provisions are designed to help offset the high cost of child care, but they 

are currently limited in reach. There are several bipartisan options in Congress to expand their ability to 

help working parents access child care. Click here to learn about the federal tax code and child care.

• Businesses of all sizes are connecting some of their workforce and bottom line struggles back to child care 

challenges. Employers and businesses suffer when parents miss work or have to drop out of the workforce 

entirely. This is a rare issue where Democrats and Republicans agree on the problem and the solution - and 

are crafting legislation together to address it. Read more about opportunities here.

BUSINESSES: 71% of small business owners think that access to high-quality, 

affordable child care is essential or important to strengthening the economy 

and helping workers.

VOTER SUPPORT FOR SOLUTIONS

FEDERAL FUNDING: 85% of voters support increasing federal funding to the 

states which allows them to expand their child care programs (known as CCDBG).

TAX CODE: 76% of voters support increasing the federal child care

tax credit (CDCTC).

https://www.ffyf.org/policy-priorities/appropriations/
https://www.ffyf.org/resources/2023/11/federal-tax-provisions-that-support-child-care/
https://www.ffyf.org/resources/2023/09/the-first-five-things-to-know-about-the-federal-tax-code-and-child-care/
https://ffyf.org/resources/2024/03/bipartisan-legislation-in-the-118th-multiple-pieces-to-tackling-the-child-care-puzzle/


MESSAGE 1: Child care provides a strong foundation for growing children.

Just like the foundation of a house, children’s brains are built from the ground up - 

studies prove that the vast majority of brain development happens in the first three 

years of life. Building a strong foundation when they’re young is critically important. 

Just like with a house, if someone has to go back and fix the foundation, it is more 

costly and problematic. It’s the same way with children, if we don’t invest in their first 

three-to-five years of life.

Message 2: Child care has a serious impact on working parents and the economy.

Parents with reliable, quality care miss fewer work days, are more productive, and are 

better able to provide for their families. The U.S. economy loses an estimated $122 

billion annually due to parents missing work, lost productivity, and lost revenue related 

to child care issues.

Message 3: Child care challenges cause many working families to take on debt.

Working parents in the United States are going into debt to pay for child care, and 

almost 3 in 10 parents have had to choose between paying for child care or paying 

their rent or mortgage on time.

KEY MESSAGES
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As an issue, advancing child care affordability and quality connects with a broad set of key 

demographics. These points resonate strongly with Democrats, Republicans, and Independents: Messages 

that underscore parent choice, alleviating the financial strain on working families and, above all, the impact 

quality care has on young children as they build cognitive and social skills during this critical period.

TESTED HIGHEST 
AMONG 

DEMOCRATS, 
INDEPENDENTS

TESTED HIGHEST 
AMONG 

REPUBLICANS

TESTED HIGHEST 
AMONG MOMS, 
PARENTS WITH 

KIDS 5 & UNDER



POLLING DATA
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A close-up of a poster

Description automatically generated

https://www.ffyf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024-Poll-FFYF-National-Analysis-final-.pdf




CLICK TO FIND 

YOUR STATE

CHILD CARE & EARLY LEARNING IN THE 
UNITED STATES*
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https://www.ffyf.org/resources/2024/07/2024factsheets/




Stay Connected!
This resource has been created to help candidates for office better understand this important 

issue—both from a policy and political perspective. First Five Years Fund is here as a trusted 

resource for your campaign, with more data-tested messages and ideas for further elevating child 

care and early learning in a way that effectively reaches voters across the political spectrum.

To schedule a meeting or with further questions contact:

Joseph O’Hern 

johern@ffaf.org

For press inquiries contact:

Jane Fillion 

jfillion@ffyf.org 

 

mailto:johern@ffaf.org
mailto:jfillion@ffyf.org
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